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Dear students,

This is an exciting time, where you get to make some choices, which will personalise

your curriculum for Year 9 next year.

South Craven School’s Curriculum

At South Craven School, a broad, balanced and creative curriculum is at the heart of

everything we do. We are committed to ensuring that all 

students, regardless of background, identity or starting 

point, have equal access to high-quality learning and the 

opportunity to succeed.

We are driven by our belief in developing South 

Craven Learners, equipping students with the knowledge, 

skills and values needed to thrive in an ever-changing 

and diverse world.

Our curriculum reflects this in that it gives you opportunities to be creative and

imaginative, whilst also challenging you to develop a broad range of skills and

character traits which will set you up for success, whatever you do in the future.

South Craven School is a great place to learn, and we pride ourselves on how we

prepare students for their future.

The most important elements of this are:

The South Craven Learner

A commitment to a broad, challenging and enjoyable education

High quality teaching by subject specialists

Using digital devices for learning and developing digital literacy skills for all

A commitment to the arts and creativity

Personalisation of the curriculum for every student from Year 9 onwards

For Students Who Will Be in Year 9
(2026/27)



The future world of employment you will enter after school will have jobs that do not

currently exist, and use technologies that have not yet been invented. Business leaders

continue to say that the skills they value include creativity, collaboration, adaptability

and capacity to learn as well as qualifications.

We have designed Year 9 to provide a rich experience, which embeds the most

important subject knowledge and skills, which will help you go on to success in Key

Stage 4. The curriculum for Year 9 consists of a number of elements, some compulsory

and some where students will make choices about how to personalise their curriculum.

The Core Elements

All students will continue to study a core of subjects which are compulsory and form

the cornerstone of any good education:

English

Maths

Science

PE

Life Skills

IT and Digital Media

Languages

You will continue to study French or Spanish.

If you studied German in Year 8, you will continue to do so in Year 9. This is

particularly important for students who may go on to further language study in the

future. A small number of students may have additional literacy support as part of

their curriculum.

Humanities

Most students will continue to study History and Geography. Students who are

studying German will choose History OR Geography, but can still choose to study

both. We actively encourage students who study German to contribute with both

humanities.



Personalising Your Curriculum

Feedback from students and parents in the past has highlighted that students wanted

more choice. Students make choices about three elements of their Year 9 curriculum:

A ‘Perform’ subject

A ‘Create’ subject

An ‘Achieve’ choice

We also ask you to identify an alternative Achieve subject you would also be

happy to study. You will select this as a ‘reserve’ choice on the options form.

Perform

Performance is a very important component of the South Craven curriculum. The skills

you develop through collaboration, and the confidence you build bring huge benefits.

You have the opportunity on the options form to let us know the Perform subject you

would like to study.

Acting

Dance

Enterprise and Business

Production

Music

Musical Theatre

Sport

You are likely to continue to study a performance subject in Key Stage 4, which should

relate to subjects studied in Year 9. Careful choice at this stage is important.

Create

The ability to think creatively and critically are also fundamental components of the

South Craven curriculum.

You can select from:

Art

Computer Science

Design Technology

Graphics

Textiles



As with the Perform element, you are also likely to study a creative subject in Key

Stage 4, which should also link to subjects studied in Year 9. You are not picking

GCSEs now, but Year 8 options do affect your choices next year.

Achieve Choice

You also have an additional choice of any one of these subjects, unless picked as your

Perform or Create subject:

Acting

Art

Computer Science

Dance

Design Technology

Enterprise and Business

Graphics

Music

Musical Theatre

Sport

Textiles

We also want you to choose a ‘reserve’ Achieve subject that you are interested in. We

will do our best to give you your first choice.

On the following pages you will find more information about the Year 9 curriculum in

all of the options subjects. The Achieve element of your curriculum allows you to

decide on whether your curriculum has more creative or more performance subjects.

Students who are studying German may select from the list above, but we encourage

them to use their Free Choice to ensure they study both humanities:

Geography

History

Making Choices

After Wednesday 25  February, you will be emailed a link to applicaa.com, where you

can tell us the choices you would like for next year. We ask that this is completed by

Friday 6  March 2026. 

th
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Think carefully and only click ‘Submit’ when you are sure of your final choices. You will

need to see a member of the Options Team to make any changes after that.

Your parents or carers will also be emailed a link and instructions.

Timeline

Week beginning: 3  February 2026rd

Year 8 options information booklet

Options assembly

Evening event in school

After Wednesday 25  February 2026th

Online options form available through applicaa.com

Friday 6  March 2026th

Options form deadline

Help and Advice

As well as the booklet, assembles and options event, we encourage you to ask

questions to your subject teachers and Coach, who will be able to give you more

detailed information about the subjects on offer.

We hope you will attend the evening event, ‘This is Year 8. Your Future, Your Choices’

on Wednesday 25  February 2026. There will be a presentation, and the opportunity

to ‘meet the teachers.’

th

Students and parents can also contact Mr Hughes (Head of Year 8), Mrs Johnson

(Head of Lower School) or Mr Snowden (Deputy Headteacher).



In Performing Arts, we believe everyone should:

Perform: To allow you to take part in a variety of creative, diverse and engaging

performance opportunities.

Believe: To believe in yourself and build confidence, self-esteem and resilience.

Achieve: To allow you, regardless of ability, to showcase your skills and achieve to

the best of your capability.

What will I study?

Across the year you will look at a variety of different acting styles such as:

Naturalism

Absurdism

Scripted and devised work.

You will look at a variety of actors and playwrights, both past and present, and explore

how they created their work. The Year 9 Acting curriculum will allow you to develop

different acting techniques and conventions to help create your work.

You will take part in technique workshops to improve yourself as an actor, and learn

key acting terminology through practical learning. There will be opportunities to work

with professionals from the industry and attend trips to expand your acting

knowledge.

Why should I study Acting?

Studying Acting will develop your teamwork skills, resilience and the ability to

challenge yourself. You will be improving on something you enjoy and are passionate

about. After studying this subject, you can progress to study Acting in Years 10 and 11,

then on to Acting in Sixth Form.

We have many students that continue their studies after they leave and have

successful careers in acting and theatre work.

Acting
Lead Teacher
Mrs V Johnson
Email
v.johnson@southcraven.org



In Art, you will develop your creativity and independence as you:

Explore: Develop your critical thinking skills and ability to interpret the work of

other artists and the world around you, understand the importance of visual

language and how to gather visual research.

Experiment: Develop your practical skills using a wide range of specialist materials

and techniques, review and refine ideas in response to a given theme.

Express: Develop your independence when communicating ideas visually, realise

your intentions in imaginative ways, building your confidence and creativity.

What will I study?

You will explore a wide range of materials and techniques in response to observational

stimuli and artists’ work. You will learn how to gather visual research and present your

work in an imaginative way. 

Some examples of the types of materials and techniques you will explore include:

Painting

Drawing 

Printing (including monoprint and lino print)

3D work in clay

Mixed media work and collage.

You will experiment with a wide range of different processes and combinations of

materials, creatively and independently. You will use your skills to express your

intentions using a range of different media including painting, printmaking and clay.

Why should I study Art?

This course will provide you with the skills and knowledge to progress into the GCSE

Art, GCSE Graphics and/or GCSE Photography courses in Year 10. It will equip you

with an understanding of how to interpret the visual world around you, as well as

allowing you to explore different practical techniques and materials in more depth.

Many students progress onto GCSE, A Level and university, before pursuing careers in

graphics, photography, fashion, film, architecture and interior design.

Art
Lead Teacher
Ms J Dennison
Email
j.dennison@southcraven.org



Computers are changing every part of our lives at an ever-increasing rate – why not

drive the future? Choosing Computer Science allows you to further develop your

Computer Science theory and programming skills.

This option allows you to:

Explore: What is possible within Computer Science and future technologies.

Create: Complex programs and solutions using a variety of software.

Reflect: On what you have created, what has worked well, what hasn’t and how

this can help you find solutions - you will see the value of learning from your

mistakes and celebrating your successes.

What will I study?

There is a focus on the exploration and investigation of Computer Science skills in the

real world, learnt through practical activities over eight different topics. You will learn

how to develop the key Computer Science principles and skills needed to become a

successful Computer Scientist at GCSE level and beyond.

You will cover a range of topics, specifically designed to build the foundations to

support your future learning in Computer Science:

Computer systems

Advanced programming in Scratch

Methods of algorithm design

Programming in Python

BBC micro:bit programming and Bit-Bots

Computational Thinking

Why should I study Computer Science?

The topics covered in Computer Science are specifically designed to teach you the

programming skills and knowledge-based theory you need to fully prepare you to

meet the demands of studying GCSE Computer Science.

Potential careers in this pathway include: Cyber/Information Security, Computer

Network Architect, Computer Hardware and Computer Forensics.

Computer Science
Lead Teacher
Mr J Trunks
Email
j.trunks@southcraven.org

Students who want to study GCSE Computer Science in

Year 10 and Year 11 must choose this option for Year 9.



In Performing Arts, we believe everyone should:

Perform: To allow you to take part in a variety of creative, diverse and engaging

performance opportunities.

Believe: To believe in yourself and build confidence, self-esteem and resilience.

Achieve: To allow you, regardless of ability, to showcase your skills and achieve to

the best of your capability.

What will I study?

You will look at a variety of different dance styles throughout the year, including:

Contemporary

Jazz

Urban

International styles.

You will look at a variety of choreographers, both past and present, and explore how

they create their work. You will learn different choreographic devices to help create

choreography. There will be opportunities to look at how technical and interpretive

skills can develop choreography, and to take part in technique workshops to improve

yourself as a dancer.

The Year 9 Dance curriculum will allow you to learn key dance terminology through

practical learning. There will also be opportunities to work with industry professionals

and attend trips to expand your knowledge of dance.

Why should I study Dance?

You will improve your teamworking skills and resilience in an area you are passionate

about, whilst having the ability to challenge yourself.

After studying Dance in Year 9, you can progress to study Dance or Musical Theatre in

Years 10 and 11, before moving on to Dance or Musical Theatre in Sixth Form.

We have lots of students who continue their studies after South Craven that go on to

have very successful careers in the industry.

Dance
Lead Teacher
Mrs C Crowther
Email
c.crowther@southcraven.org



Design Technology gives you the opportunity to develop ideas that can make a real,

tangible difference to people’s lives. The subject has a strong connection to

sustainability and developing ways of living that have less of an impact on the

environment.

Explore: Products and ideas.

Design: Successful proposals.

Create: Highly accurate physical outcomes.

What will I study?

This course focuses on creatively solving real world problems. Throughout the Year 9

curriculum there is a focus on exploration and investigation through practical

activities. You will learn how to develop and present design ideas, plan for

manufacture and create physical outcomes which demonstrate your design and make

ability.

You will be introduced to the technical knowledge needed to become a successful

designer - exploring materials, fabrication and manufacturing methods, as well as new

technologies which will shape the way we live.

Using your Key Stage 3 experience as a foundation, you will:

Quickly build your skills in the workshop

Enhance your design skills using both drawing and CAD (Computer Aided Design)

Build a strong knowledge of materials and their properties

Investigate the work of others to inform your own.

Why should I study Design Technology?

Students who study this course can go on to study AQA GCSE Design Technology or

WJEC Engineering in Years 10 and 11. Product Design and Engineering courses are

available to study in our Sixth Form, both of which attract high numbers of students.

Design, engineering and manufacture are huge sectors within the UK economy,

employing millions of people. There is a vast variety of careers that can be accessed

from a background in design and technology.

Design Technology
Lead Teacher
Mr C Joughin
Email
c.joughin@southcraven.org



We believe that by studying this course, you will experience the ability to:

Participate: You will work in teams and individuals throughout the course of the

year.

Innovate: Through planning and presenting your business models.

Celebrate: All your achievements through a range of exciting activities based

around setting up your own business.

What will I study?

We take a hands-on approach through creating your own products and setting up

your own business.

You will have the opportunity to learn about:

Entrepreneurs

Business ownership

Marketing

Business finance.

Why should I study Enterprise and Business?

There are two pathways you can choose after Year 9 study; GCSE Business or the

WJEC in Retail Business. You can also choose to study BTEC or A Level Business in

our Sixth Form.

Choosing to study a Business qualification will allow you to enter careers such as

marketing, retail, banking, accounting, finance, corporate law and many more.

Enterprise & Business
Lead Teacher
Mrs S Bithell
Email
s.bithell@southcraven.org



In Graphics, you will develop your creativity and independence as you:

Explore: Develop your understanding of how visual language is used to

communicate ideas by investigating the work of a wide range of designers, gaining

an insight into how visual research is used to produce creative ideas and outcomes

and exploring the practical side of graphic design combining images, words and

ideas.

Experiment: Develop your digital skills using a wide range of software techniques,

including Photoshop, Illustrator and Adobe Fresco in response to a given theme.

Express: Create graphic outcomes such as posters, packaging, promotional

materials and illustrations.

What will I study?

Through responding to a range of designers’ work, you will learn to apply basic design

principles and build your practical and technical skills. You will learn how to draw

using digital software, manipulate photographic images using Adobe Photoshop and

create imaginative lettering.

Some of the topics we study include:

Graphic image making

Package design

Typography

Illustration.

You will create a digital portfolio and experiment with a wide range of digital

techniques. You will learn how to develop ideas creatively and independently, whilst

using your skills to create graphic outcomes.

Why should I study Graphics?

This course will provide you with the skills and knowledge to progress into the GCSE

Graphics, GCSE Art and/or GCSE Photography courses in Year 10.

It will equip you with an understanding of how to communicate visually and interpret

the visual world around you. Many students progress onto GCSE, A Level and

university and then pursue careers in graphics, photography, advertising, fashion,

architecture, TV or film.

Graphics
Lead Teacher
Ms J Dennison
Email
j.dennison@southcraven.org



Music is all about being creative and becoming more experienced with ways of

creating, performing and recording music.

You will:

Perform: To allow you to take part in a variety of creative, diverse and engaging

performance opportunities.

Believe: To believe in yourself and build confidence, self-esteem and resilience.

Achieve: To allow you, regardless of ability, to showcase your skills and achieve to

the best of your capability.

What will I study?

This course is designed to build the basic all-round skills you need to progress to

study at exam level.

You will get to experience and learn about:

A wide range of styles

Improving your instrumental or singing technique

Solo performances

Performing in groups and band situations

Composition techniques for writing your own music

Recording your own music through live performance

Recording and sequencing using GarageBand.

Why should I study Music?

This course is an ideal way to prepare yourself for further study in Year 10 and 11,

before progressing to studying Music in Sixth Form. It will provide a solid platform for

you to improve yourself as a musician, however you want to.

Music offers a wide range of careers including becoming a performer, session

musician, orchestra member, composer, studio producer or sound technician. There

are a huge amount of opportunities in education and tutoring.

Music
Lead Teacher
Mr J Anderson
Email
j.anderson@southcraven.org



In Musical Theatre, we believe everyone should:

Perform: To allow you to take part in a variety of creative, diverse and engaging

performance opportunities.

Believe: To believe in yourself and build confidence, self-esteem and resilience.

Achieve: To allow you, regardless of ability, to showcase your skills and achieve to

the best of your capability.

What will I study?

You will look at a variety of styles and focus on workshops in acting, dancing and

singing.

You will look at a variety of musicals, both past and present, and explore various

musical genres and how musicals are put together. You will learn different techniques

to help improve your singing, dancing and acting. You will look at how to become a

‘triple threat’ performer, taking part in technique workshops to improve your skills.

The Year 9 curriculum allows you to develop your understanding of key musical

theatre terminology through practical learning. There will also be opportunities to

work with professionals from the industry and attend trips to expand your musical

theatre knowledge.

Why should I study Musical Theatre?

Studying Musical Theatre will improve your teamworking skills and resilience, whilst

allowing you to challenge yourself and improve on something you are passionate

about.

After studying this subject, you can progress to study Acting, Dance or Musical

Theatre in Years 10 and 11 before studying Acting, Dance or Musical Theatre in Sixth

Form.

We have many students at South Craven who have had very successful careers in the

industry.

Musical Theatre
Lead Teacher
Miss K Terry
Email
k.terry@southcraven.org



Have you ever wondered what goes on behind the scenes in the world of Performing

Arts? Well, now you have the chance to find out and gain practical experience of a

range of production areas involved in both live performance on stage and recorded

performance (TV and film)!

This course allows you to:

Perform: To allow you to take part in a variety of creative, diverse and engaging

performance opportunities.

Believe: To believe in yourself and build confidence, self-esteem and resilience.

Achieve: To allow you, regardless of ability, to showcase your skills and achieve to

the best of your capability.

What will I study?

You will learn about a wide range of production roles, whilst focusing on some

fantastic professional productions such as Matilda the Musical and Harry Potter and

the Cursed Child. You will complete a mixture of practical and written work.

Areas of study include:

Sound design

Lighting design

Costume design

Makeup design

Special effects

Set design.

Why should I study Performance Production?

Studying this course in Year 9 could allow you to progress to the BTEC Tech Award in

Performing Arts (with a Production approach), and then onto A Level Media Studies in

Sixth Form.

There are many careers linked to production including makeup designer, costume

designer, set designer, sound designer, lighting designer, camera operator and

animator.

Lead Teacher
Mr J Evens
Email
j.evens@southcraven.org

Production



This course is an engaging and relevant introduction to the world of sport and fitness,

where you will study:

• Healthy: Learn about physiology, exercise and fitness.

• Active: Actively participate in a range of exercise, fitness testing, training and sport.

• Lifestyles: Look at the benefits of keeping an active lifestyle and staying healthy.

What will I study?

You will learn about a range of topics which form the key components of Sport

Science, including:

Components of fitness

Fitness testing

Methods of training

Clothing and technology in sport

Roles and responsibilities of the officials in sport.

You will also focus on physiological aspects such as:

How the body responds to a warm up

The long-term adaptions of exercise that occur in the body, allowing us to get

fitter and stronger.

There are opportunities to experience various sports, including ones not usually

studied in the Key Stage 3 curriculum.

Why should I study Sport?

This course is ideal for those who have a high interest in sport, enjoy physical activity

and want to learn more about how the body works when exercising. It will set you up

with a good knowledge base for studying Sport in Year 10 and 11. We also offer an

Extended Certificate and a Diploma in Sport Science in Sixth Form.

These courses can start you off on a wide range of sport and fitness-related careers

such as physiotherapy, personal training, sports management and coaching, to name a

few.

Sport
Lead Teacher
Miss G Simpson
Email
g.simpson@southcraven.org



If you have enjoyed being creative in your Textiles studies so far, continuing your

studies in Year 9 will provide the opportunity to develop your understanding and

allow you to:

Explore: Develop your critical thinking skills and ability to interpret the work of

other artists and the world around you, understand the importance of visual

language and how to gather visual research.

Experiment: Develop your practical skills using a wide range of specialist materials

and techniques, review and refine ideas in response to a given theme.

Express: Develop your independence when communicating ideas visually, realise

your intentions in imaginative ways, building your confidence and creativity.

What will I study?

This will be a foundation year to help you increase your practical skills and improve

your research abilities.

Textiles will give you a chance to design and create woven, knitted, stitched, recycled,

printed and decorative textiles. You will also explore fashion design, CAD/CAM

embroidery and a range of contemporary and historical decorative techniques and

processes.

Alongside improving your practical ability, you will learn how to:

Develop and record your own personal ideas

Express your creative thoughts and choices confidently

Take risks and experiment in an environment of no right or wrong.

Why should I study Textiles?

This course will equip you with the skills required to continue your Textiles studies at

GCSE level in Years 10 and 11, as well as valuable transferable skills for other creative

subjects. We also offer A Level Textiles in Sixth Form.

Careers in Textiles cover many specialist areas, including footwear, millinery, styling,

fashion buying and marketing, interior design, decoration and costume design, to

name a few.

Textiles
Lead Teacher
Mrs C McLoughlin
Email
c.mcloughlin@southcraven.org




