
VISUAL RESEARCH 
Preparing to study A Level Art/Art 

Craft Design 



HANDS
Hands can express emotion just as the face can and have been 
studied by artists throughout history

Make a range of studies of your own and family members hands in 
response to two or more of the following artists and designers

Present your work in a self made sketchbook or make a digital portfolio 
using google slides



KARAN SINGH - DIGITAL 



STITCHED HANDS 



DECORATIVE HANDS 



DECORATIVE HANDS 



ZENTANGLE HANDS 



BILL BRANDT
Photograph hands in response to 
the photography of Bill Brandt

Look at the way that he creates 
surreal images using angles and 
viewpoints

Consider the location and the 
background 

Think about exposure levels and 
contrast 



TIM BOOTH

https://www.timboothshop.com/a-show-of-hands

Tim Booth photographs the hands of 
tradespeople and artisans.

He captures the hand doing the trade 

Look at the contrast, composition, level 
of detail and the action or object

Replicate this using people you know - try 
to tell a story of the person’s job or 
interests through the hand position and 
objects

https://www.timboothshop.com/a-show-of-hands


HENRY MOORE
Henry Moore uses expressive 
marks and contoured lines in 
order to create drawings of 
hands that are full of 
movement

Make multiple studies of hands 
using Henry Moore’s technique 
in pencil and biro

Curve your lines to follow the 
contours and bone structure of 
the hands

In some drawings add tone to 
the background as well as the 
hands themselves



HENDRICK GOLTZIUS
Use pencil and coloured pencil to make studies of 
your hands in different positions

Record the position of the fingers as accurately as 
you can

Add tone to create form and depth

Look at this drawing closely and try to emulate the 
delicate marks that are made when building up 
tone and colour



MAKING A SKETCHBOOK



Don’t have a sketchbook?

Try drawing on any or all of the following:
● The back of an envelope
● Open out an envelope and draw on the inside
● Brown parcel paper
● The back of wrapping paper
● Paint white paint over newspaper then draw on top
● Cereal box cardboard
● Paper bags
● Cardboard
● Receipts
● Old train tickets
● Maps
● Pages from unwanted books (check first!)
● Rolls of old wallpaper

On the next slide there are links to give you ideas on how to join your loose work into a 
homemade sketchbook  



https://www.creativebug.com/classseries/diy-sketchbooks/how-to-make-a-blank-art-journal

https://www.creativebug.com/classseries/diy-sketchbooks/creating-a-multi-paper-sketchbook

https://theartofeducation.edu/2018/05/01/3-ways-to-make-sketchbooks-from-scraps/

If you have been working on loose paper, you should think about joining your pages to 
create a sketchbook.
Look at some of the following links for ideas of how to join your pages together

https://www.creativebug.com/classseries/diy-sketchbooks/how-to-make-a-blank-art-journal
https://www.creativebug.com/classseries/diy-sketchbooks/creating-a-multi-paper-sketchbook
https://theartofeducation.edu/2018/05/01/3-ways-to-make-sketchbooks-from-scraps/

