
Geography curriculum map Intent: We aim to develop excellent geographers delivering the following curriculum

Autumn Half term 1 Autumn half term 2 Spring half term 1 Spring half term 2 Summer half term 1 Summer half term 2

Water and carbon cycles
This section focuses on the major stores of water and carbon at or near the Earth’s surface and 
the dynamic cyclical relationships associated with them. 
This section specifies a systems approach to the study of water and carbon cycles. The content 
explores magnitude and significance of the cycles at a variety of scales, their relevance to wider 
geography and their central importance for human populations. The section includes skills 
including observation, measurement and geospatial mapping skills, together with data 
manipulation and statistical skills.

Coastal systems and landscapes
This unit studies coastal zones, which are dynamic environments in which landscapes develop by the interaction of 
winds, waves, currents and terrestrial and marine sediments. The operation and outcomes of fundamental 
geomorphological processes and their association with distinctive landscapes are readily observable. In common with 
water and carbon cycles, a systems approach to study is specified. The unit fosters an informed appreciation of the 
beauty and diversity of coasts and their importance as human habitats. 

Non-examined assessment
Students are required to plan, investigate and write up a full 
investigation study worth 20% of the course. The hypothesis for the 
study can be based upon any unit of work from the course. The 
section includes skills including observation, measurement and 
geospatial mapping skills, together with data manipulation and 
statistical skills.

Global systems and global governance
Globalisation – the economic, political and social changes associated with technological and other 
driving forces which have been a key feature of global economy and society in recent decades.
Increased interdependence and transformed relationships between peoples, states and 
environments have prompted more or less successful attempts at a global level to manage and 
govern some aspects of human affairs. We place a particular emphasis on international trade and 
access to markets and the governance of the global commons. Students contemplate many 
complex dimensions of contemporary world affairs and their own place in and perspective on 
them. This unit offers the opportunity to exercise and develop both qualitative and quantitative 
approaches to gathering, processing and interpreting relevant information and data.

Changing Places
This unit focuses on people's engagement with places, their experience of them and the qualities they ascribe to them. . 
Students acknowledge this importance and engage with how places are known and experienced, how their character is 
appreciated, the factors and processes which impact upon places and how they change and develop over time. 
Through developing this knowledge, students will gain understanding of the way in which their own lives and those of 
others are affected by continuity and change in the nature of places which are of fundamental importance in their lives.
We  study the content examining two contrasting places, one to be local and one contrasting or far. 

Hazards
This unit focuses on the lithosphere and the atmosphere, which intermittently but regularly present natural hazards to 
human populations, often in dramatic and sometimes catastrophic fashion. By exploring the origin and nature of 
these hazards and the various ways in which people respond to them, students are able to engage with many 
dimensions of the relationships between people and the environments they occupy. Study of this section offers the 
opportunity to exercise and develop observation skills, measurement and geospatial mapping skills, together with 
data manipulation and statistical skills, including those associated with and arising from fieldwork.

Revision/NEA submission
A comprehensive opportunity to review learning of all taught units in the course. 

Contemporary urban environments
This unit focuses on urban growth and change which are seemingly ubiquitous processes and present significant 
environmental and social challenges for human populations. The section examines these processes and challenges 
and the issues associated with them, in particular the potential for environmental sustainability and social cohesion. 
Engaging with these themes in a range of urban settings from contrasting areas of the world affords the opportunity 
for students to appreciate human diversity and develop awareness and insight into profound questions of 
opportunity, equity and sustainability. Study of this section offers the opportunity to exercise and develop observation 
skills, measurement and geospatial mapping skills, together with data manipulation and statistical skills, including 
those associated with and arising from fieldwork.

Revision/NRA submission
A comprehensive opportunity to review learning of all taught units in the course. 
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Key
Human geography

Physical geography

Environment and sustainability

Place, time and scale

Interdependence

Geographical skills


