
A Level Textiles  
Holiday Homework 2026  

The project that you will undertake during the A’ level Textiles course is a ‘personal project’ 
based on a designer/theme that you will independently choose. It is really important to 
select an influential fashion designer that will engage you and provide enough inspiration for 
you to create an extensive body of exciting work. During the course you will respond to a 
range of textile artists, fashion designers, cultures and textiles techniques that relate to your 
chosen designer and inspire your own personal journey.  

In preparation for the A Level course work please could you undertake some research into 
fashion designers that excite you, they could be living or historical. The only criteria is that 
you eventually decide on someone you feel you can find sufficient information on.  

Once you have settled on someone, read as much background information as you can 
(you might want to buy a book or borrow one from your local library) on your designer in 
terms of when and where they worked, the social economic climate in which they 
designed, what inspired them, what their main focus consisted of e.g. Dior - structure, 
construction, the "architecture" and "sculptural" elements of a garment.  

Please prepare a mind map and digital mood board relating to your chosen designer and a 
critical analysis of their work. Include key information in your mind map and select images 
that describe the key aspects of their work that you find exciting and inspirational. When 
writing about the images that you have chosen, explain the similarities and differences and 
make personal judgments of what you think and feel about the garments that you have 
selected.  

Select four other designers, cultures or techniques that may link to your chosen designer and 
find inspirational images of their work. Collect images of their work, and bring the digital 
mood boards and mind map to your first textiles lesson in September.  

Below is a list of designers that you could research:  

Coco Chanel  
Christian Dior  
Alexander McQueen  



Paco Rabanne  
Paul Poiret 
Jean Paul Gaultier  
Cristóbal Balenciaga  
Emilio Pucci  
Paco Rabanne  
Vivienne Westwood  
Elsa Schiaparelli  

For the second part of your holiday homework we would like you to create two detailed 
observational drawings using any drawing materials that you have available at home, such 
as biro, pencil, oil pastel, coloured pencil or watercolour. The drawings could be A4 or A3.  

The first observational drawing should be of a garment, or a close up detailed section of a 
garment similar to the second image below. Fill the page with your drawing, considering the 
proportions and composition and include as much detail as possible. Try to position or hang 
the garment in an interesting way and use a varied tonal range to capture the patterns and 
textures in the fabric. If you don’t have any interesting garments to draw then you could 
draw a close up section of a garment by your chosen designer. 

 



Your second inspirational drawing should be based on natural forms such as fossils, leaves, 
flowers, bark. Ideally you should try and draw from life but you could use a close up image 
to draw from if drawing from life isn’t possible.  

 
 
 
 
Extend Task: 
  
Find an old textile item such as a t-shirt, shirt, pillow case,  
and deconstruct the item by cutting and unpick the  
seams. Cut the fabric up into smaller sections and explore  
and experiment with fabric manipulation techniques to  
create a collection of mini samples. Be curious with the  
fabric and remember there is no right or wrong. You  
could: layer, cut, fray, stretch, weave, knit, knot with the  
fabric.  

Hope you have a fabulous summer. We will look forward  
to working with you in September. 


