Preparation Tasks
for
A Level History



Churchill and Britain 1930 - 1997

Tasks

Task 1 - Churchill the Politician

Research the Political Career of Winston Churchill.
Find out what political positions he held apart from being Prime Minister.
Make a timeline of his political career.

Task 2 - Churchill’s Britain

Use the documentaries to find out what life was like in Britain post World
War.

Create a moodboard /collage of images (digitally or manually) which
convey what life in Britain was like from 1918 - 1950.

Include key events, discoveries, famous people, fashions and culture.

Task 3 - Churchill the War Leader

Expand your knowledge of the Second World War by watching some of
the suggested documentaries or doing your own research; create a
slideshow of the events of the Second World War.

You could organise this by date, so have a slide for each year, or you could
organise it by geography, so have a slide for each ‘Theatre of War’ - so the
European theatre, African theatre and Pacific theatre.

Task 4 - Does Churchill deserve the title ‘The Greatest Ever Briton’?

In 2002 Churchill was voted the ‘The Greatest Ever Briton’ in 2002 for his
leadership in the Second World War.

However, some historians argue that this title doesn’t tell the full story.
Start by looking at this article and then follow up with some of your own
research https:.//www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-29701767.

Collect evidence that this title is not deserved.

Either write a persuasive letter to Parliament arguing that Churchill does
not deserve the title or defending that he does deserve the title despite the
criticisms you have researched.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-29701767

Churchill and Britain 1930 - 1997

Resources

Movies to Watch

e The Gathering Storm (2002)

e  Dunkirk (2017)

e The Darkest Hour (2017)

e Young Winston (1972)

e Churchill (2017)

e The Wilderness Years (1982)

Documentaries to Watch
On Churchill’s Life

e  Churchill Biography

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WV_msNkTcoc

e  Churchill ‘Renegade and
Turncoat’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a6vCdjblgOE&lis
t=PLrg8uNZy867266jAgUzrmH_SHUYW2CV77&index=
9

Documentaries to Watch
On Britain at the Time (1900s-1951)

e Andrew Marr - Making of Modern
Britain

e Having a Ball: 1918-1928

https://online.clickview.co.uk/exchange/videos/8708
2/having-aball

e Little Britain: 1928-1939

https://online.clickview.co.uk/exchange/videos/7015
7/littlebritain-1928-1939

e Britannia at Bay: 1940-1945

https://online.clickview.co.uk/exchange/series/6944
7/andrew-marr-s-the-making-of-modern-
britain/videos/70161/britannia-at-bay-1940-1945

Advance Britannia 1940-1950

https://online.clickview.co.uk/exchange/videos/71416
06/episode-1-advance-britannia

Documentaries to Watch
Key Global Issues at the Time

India

e  Gandhi (Film)

https://clickv.ie/w/Ck9m

e The Abdication Crisis

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0mHk8sgdUcs

The Second World War

e Simple history clip to get you
started

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HUqy-OQv Vil

e The World at War
Complete History of World War 2
e 26 episodes!

Episode 1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0b4g4ZZNCI1E
Episode 2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKSOLR-LUeO
Episode 3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHmxmUfekdQ
Episode 4 https://clickv.ie/w/xj9m

Episode 5 https://clickv.ie/w/zj9m

Episode 6 https://clickv.ie/w/0j9m
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The Viking Age (790-1066)

Tasks rese may be replicated in scme way in early lessons of the course.
Task 1 - When was the Viking age?

¢ Research the Viking Age using the resources below.

e Create a timeline of key events of the Viking Age 790-1066.

¢ Include the different Viking Kings, invasions of different territory, key
battles as well as any other key information.

Task 2 - Where did the Vikings rule over?

¢ Find a map of Europe and Scandinavia in 800 AD, then find a map of
Europe and Scandinavia in the year 1000.

¢ Compare the two maps.

¢ Annotate the differences and research why these changes in territory
occurred.

Task 3 - What was life like in Europe in 8O0AD?

e Using the suggested resources, research what life was like in Europe in
800AD.

e Create a spider diagram/mind map which covers the following themes:
political systems, kingdoms, trade routes, religion, culture.

¢ Highlight the key differences between Scandinavia and the rest of Europe.

Task 4 - Who were the Vikings?

e Find out about some important Viking figures.
e Create mini profiles/biographies of the following individuals: Harald
Finehair; Olaf Tryggvason; Olaf Skotkonung; Harald Bluetooth.




The Viking Age (790-1066)

Resources

Documentaries

¢ Who were the Vikings?
e Episodel

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/xvet
kr

e TOOAD: A Tour of the Viking
World

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=G3 iLTp
TYhY

Reading

e FEurope in the Middle Ages

https://www.britannica.com/topic/history
-of-Europe/The-Middle-Ages

e Vikings: Myths v History

https://news.yale.edu/2013/03/08/vikings
-yale-historian-looks-myths-vs-history

e Key Moments in Viking
History

https://www.historyextra.com/period/Vviki
ng/vikings-dates-key-moments-russia-
europe-charlemagne-expansion-

scandinavia/

e [Influence in European
Culture

http://www.sourcinginnovation.com/arch
aeology/ArchO7.htm
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Italy 1896-1943

Tasks

Task 1 - What is fascism?

Research the political ideology fascism.

What are the features of a fascist country?

What countries have been led by fascists through history?
What are the key differences between fascism and democracy?

Task 2 - What was life in Italy like in the early 20t century?

Use the documentary below and your own research to find out what life
was like in Italy at the turn of the century (1900-1920).

Start with the links below for an overview and then do your own research
to extend your understanding.
https://www.lifeinitaly.com/history/italy-1900/
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/modern-world-history-1918-to-
1980/italy-1900-t0-1939/italy-in-1900/

Create a moodboard/collage of images (digitally or manually) which show
what life was like in these years. Include economic problems, political
problems, technology famous people, fashions and culture.

Task 3 - Who was Benito Mussolini?

Research the Italian fascist leader Mussolini.

Find out about how he changed Italy: look for examples of how life
changed for the following groups: women, children, workers.

Create a guide for each group explaining what they should expect from life
Mussolini’s Italy.

Find examples of propaganda in Fascist Italy to explore how he persuaded
people to support fascism.

Create a collage of propaganda images.
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Italy (1896-1943)

Resources

Documentaries

e Fascism in Colour
e Episode

https://online.clickview.co.uk/libraries/vid

e0s/13313098/fascism-in-colour-disc-1

or
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ItPiN

OVagKfk

e Fascism in Colour
e Episode 2

https://online.clickview.co.uk/libraries/vid

e0s/13313101/fascism-in-colour-disc-2

or
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u74rl

kgEx6Q
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