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Adult Excellence

Language

Inherent and sophisticated knowledge of vocabulary, morphology and
etymology.

Flawless Standard English, where desired or required, in a wide range of
written and spoken contexts.

Accurate, varied and sophisticated syntax and grammar knowledge.
Accurate spelling, including a range of uncommon irregular words.
Flawless use of a full range of available punctuation for accuracy and for
effect.

Ability to instinctively use, analyse and evaluate a wide range of linguistic
techniques and concepts.

Practical application of the varied theories of how humans acquire
language for speaking, reading and writing and the central role of adults in
children’s linguistic development.

To be able to support marketing decisions which are based on a

combination of qualitative and quantitative information sources.

Register and Attitudes

Inherent ability to write and speak in a wide range of context-appropriate
registers.

Understand where genre/form/register conventions are being followed,
flaunted or flouted.

Be aware of and participate in public and academic discourses about
linguistic values, viewpoints and beliefs.

Automatic and highly effective adaptation of language use, in response to
contextual factors such as audience and purpose.

Ability to evaluate the language of others in relation to the sophisticated

interplay of contextual factors including intent.

Structure, Variation and Forms

Knowledge of and sophisticated ability to employ a wide range of
discourse types (spoken and written) and their associated conventions and

structures.



Knowledge of a wide range of varieties of English, spoken and written,
including (but not limited to) accent, dialect, sociolect, World Englishes,
gender and occupational variation.

Keen awareness of language hierarchies, codes and prestige forms.

Canon, Genre and History

Have read widely across established literary canon and new canons
developed with modern political sympathies (e.g. world literature, black
literature, feminist writing.

Read, watch and listen widely across prose, verse and drama and across
different sub-genres, and non-fiction and new digital forms.

Knowledge of how history, culture, politics, philosophy and society all
impact on cultural and literary outputs.

Detailed knowledge of the history of the English Language and how it has
changed over time, how it is currently changing and may in the future, and
why.

Be able to place texts in time.

Active Engagement and Interest

An active and enthusiastic autonomous reader, listener and viewer.

Active engagement, enjoyment and appreciation of the written and spoken
word.

Appreciation of how current cultural outputs reflect current societal
climate.

Appreciation of the writer/speaker’s craft simultaneously with engagement
with content, ideas and intent.

Active engagement in creative writing and expression.

Theory

Aware that interpretation of language can go far beyond the ‘accepted’
and the personal but be informed by cultural, ideological and intellectual
approaches.

Be familiar with a range of cultural, intellectual, ideological and critical

positions and approaches and key thinkers and writers.



e Demonstrate a very high level of objective and evaluative critical reading

and thinking, including the evaluation of a texts’ credibility.



Key Stage 5 Excellence

Language

Wide and sophisticated vocabulary; knowledge of the place of morphology
and etymology in lexis.

Fluent Standard English in writing and speaking where appropriate.

High level of syntax and precise grammar knowledge.

Accurate spelling including some uncommon irregular words.
Sophisticated use of a wide range of punctuation for accuracy and effect.
Ability to use, analyse and evaluate a wide range of linguistic techniques
and concepts.

Understanding of the varied theories of how humans acquire language for
speaking, reading and writing and the central role of adults in children’s

linguistic development.

Register and Attitudes

Ability to write and speak in a wide range of context-appropriate registers.
Growing understanding of a range of genre/form/ register conventions and
whether they are being are being followed, subverted or disregarded.

Be aware of have an opinion about public and academic discourses
regarding linguistic values, viewpoints and beliefs.

Effective adaptation of language use, in response to contextual factors
such as audience and purpose.

Ability to evaluate the language of others in relation to contextual factors

including intent with some sophisticated interplay.

Structure, Variation and Forms

Knowledge of and high level of ability to employ a range of discourse types
(spoken and written) and their associated conventions and structures, with
written types including new media.

Knowledge of a range of varieties of English, spoken and written, including
(but not limited to) accent, dialect, sociolect, World Englishes, gender and
occupational variation.

Awareness and consideration of language hierarchies, codes and prestige

forms.



Canon, Genre and History

¢ Reading increasingly widely across established literary canon and new
canons developed with modern political sympathies (e.g. world literature,
black literature, feminist writing).

e Read, watch and listen to a range or prose, verse and drama and across
different sub-genres, non-fiction and new digital forms.

e Able to consider how history, culture, politics, philosophy and society all
impact on cultural and literary outputs.

¢ Knowledge of the history of the English Language and how it has changed
over time, how it is currently changing and may in the future.

e Understand text chronology and how to identify eras.
Active Engagement and Interest

e An active, enthusiastic and the beginnings of an autonomous reader,
listener and viewer.

e Active engagement and enjoyment of the written and spoken word.

¢ Interest in how current cultural outputs reflect current societal climate.

e Interest in the writer’s/speaker’s craft simultaneously with engagement
with content, ideas and intent.

e Invested engagement with creative writing and expression.
Theory

e Aware that interpretation of language can be informed by cultural,
ideological and intellectual approaches.

e Be familiar with a range of critical positions and approaches, key thinkers
and writers.

¢ Demonstrate a high level of objective and evaluative critical reading and

thinking, including the evaluation of a texts’ credibility.



Key Stage 4 Excellence

Language

Increasing breadth and sophistication of vocabulary and a secure
understanding of morphology and etymology.

Confident and appropriate use of Standard English in writing and speaking.
Increasing command of syntax and precise grammar knowledge.

Accurate spelling and awareness of irregularities.

Confident use of a wide range of punctuation for accuracy and effect.
Ability to use, analyse and evaluate a range of linguistic techniques and

concepts.

Register and Attitudes

Ability to write and speak in different context appropriate registers.
Growing understanding of a range of genre/form/register conventions and
whether they are being are being followed or subverted.

Be aware of public and academic discourses regarding linguistic values,
viewpoints and beliefs.

Clear adaptation of language use, in response to contextual factors such as
audience and purpose.

Ability to evaluate the language of others in relation to contextual factors

including intent.

Structure, Variation and Forms

Knowledge of and ability to employ a range of discourse types (spoken and
written) and their associated conventions and structures, with written types
including new media.

Knowledge that there are varieties of English, both within spoken and
written forms, including (but not limited to) accent, dialect, sociolect and
gender.

Awareness and consideration of language hierarchies and codes.

Canon, Genre and History

Read a range of literature including works from the established canon and

world literature.



¢ Read and engage with a range of prose, verse, drama, non-fiction and
digital forms.

e Understand that history, culture, politics, philosophy and society all impact
on cultural and literary outputs.

¢ Knowledge of the changing nature of the English Language, understanding
elements of past forms as well as considering how it is currently changing
and may in the future.

¢ Knowledge that we can group texts according to the time they are written.
Active Engagement and Interest

e An independently active, enthusiastic reader, listener and viewer.

e Increasingly active engagement and enjoyment of the written and spoken
word.

¢ Interest in how cultural outputs reflect societal climate.

e Increasing interest in the writer’s/speaker’s craft with engagement with
content, ideas and intent.

¢ Firm engagement with creative writing and expression.
Theory

e Aware that interpretation of language can be informed by different
approaches.

e Be familiar with some critical positions, approaches, key thinkers and
writers.

¢ Demonstrate a level of objective and evaluative critical reading and

thinking, including the evaluation of a text.



Key Stage 3 Excellence

Language

Increasingly broad and developed vocabulary; understanding of
morphology and etymology.

Awareness of origins of some words.

Increases confidence in the use of Standard English in writing and speaking.
Knowledge of a wide range of grammar and sentence forms with an
increasing sense of precision.

Accurate spelling and application of spelling rules.

Use of a range of punctuation for accuracy and effect.

Ability to use, analyse and consider an increasing range of linguistic

techniques and concepts.

Register and Attitudes

To demonstrate an understanding of register and to be able to apply
different registers in our speaking and writing.

Growing understanding of a range of genre/form/register conventions and
whether they are being are being followed.

Be aware of public discourses regarding linguistic values, viewpoints and
beliefs.

Relevant adaptation of language use, in response to contextual factors
such as audience and purpose.

Ability to analyse the language of others in relation to contextual factors

including intent.

Structure, Variation and Forms

Knowledge of and ability to employ a range of writing and speaking forms,
understanding the conventions of these types, including new media.
Knowledge that there are varieties of English, including (but not limited to)
accent, dialect and sociolect.

Awareness that there is a hierarchical structure to language.



Canon, Genre and History

Read a range of literature, including some from the established literary

canon.

¢ Read a range of forms, including non-fiction and digital forms.

e Understand that historical and social events can impact on cultural and
literary outputs.

¢ Knowledge that the English Language has changed significantly over time,
is still changing, and will be different in the future.

¢ Knowledge that texts bear typical features of the time in which they were

written.
Active Engagement and Interest

e An active, enthusiastic reader, listener and viewer.

¢ Engagement and enjoyment of the written and spoken word.

¢ Knowledge of how cultural outputs reflect a societal climate.

e Ability to identify the writer’s/speaker’s craft and comment on content,
ideas and intent.

¢ Engagement with creative writing and expression.

Theory

e Aware that texts can be interpreted in different ways.
e Be familiar with some different approaches.
¢ Demonstrate the beginnings of objective reading and thinking, including

the evaluation of a text.



Key Stage 2 Excellence

Language

A wide vocabulary including synonyms; understanding of prefixes, suffixes
and root words.

Uses Standard English forms in writing/speaking and homophones.
Knowledge of a wide range of grammar and sentence forms.

Knowledge of spelling rules including plurals.

Secure use of a range of punctuation.

Use and comment on a range of linguistic techniques and concepts (simile,

metaphor, personification).

Register and Attitudes

A strong sense of audience, purpose and form when speaking/writing.
Growing understanding of a range of genre/form/register conventions.
Begins to adapt language of individual/other use in response to contextual

factors.

Structure, Variation and Forms

Uses different writing/speaking forms, understands typical conventions.

Canon, Genre and History

Appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage.

Read a mixture of fiction and non-fiction.

Understand that literature is often affected by when it was written.

Know why the English Language has changed and why new words emerge.

Appreciation that texts vary depending on when they were written.

Active Engagement and Interest

Reads easily, fluently and with good understanding.

An enthusiastic reader, listener and viewer.

Reads widely and often for both pleasure and information.
Can engage with the written and spoken word.

Knowledge of context/wider current issues.



e Awareness of the writer’s craft and begins to identify audience, purpose,
genre.

e Able to write creatively.
Theory

e Aware that a text can be interpreted in a different way.
e Be familiar with some different ways of approaching a text.

¢ Demonstrate the beginnings of objective reading and thinking.



