
 

Acceptable Use Policy  
Mobile Phones and Other 
Devices on School Visits 
and Activities  



Purpose  

• This policy is designed to ensure that potential issues involving mobile 

phones on school trips can be clearly identified and addressed. The 

widespread ownership of such devices requires that all concerned take 

steps to ensure that responsible use takes pl ace on trips.  

• Students/ p arents/ g uardians need to read and understand this policy as a 

condition upon which permission is given to bring mobile phones (and 

other devices) on school trips.  

Rationale  

• It is recognised that personal communication through mobile technologies 

is an accepted part of everyday life but that such technologies need to be 

used correctly.  

• It is recognised that providing a mobile phone on a foreign trip gives 

reassurance that they can contact their child.  

Responsibility  

• It is the responsibility of students who bring mobile phones on school trips 

to abide by the guidelines.  

• The decision to allow their child to bring a mobile phone on a trip should be 

made by the parent/guardian.  

• The school or staff on the trip cannot accept responsibility for any loss, 

damage or costs.  

• Students are responsible for keeping staff informed on trips of their current 

mobile phone to aid return if lost or in transit during the trip.  

Acceptable Use  

• Whilst on trips phones should normally be kept ‘off’ so that students can 

focus and concentrate on what they are seeing and hearing.  

• Students may use their phones in their own independent social time on the 

trip. We would prefer that this use is minimal as one of the key learning 

experiences of a residential trip is to develop independence from home.  

• Students may take pictures and/or videos of the sights seen on trips.  

 



Unacceptable Behaviour  

• Mobile phones must not disrupt the daily excursions on trips with ringtones, 

beeping or music.  

• Any bullying behaviour with mobile phones is unacceptable  

• It is unacceptable to take photos or videos that can be used to bully, 

denigrate or humiliate.  

• Inappropriate use of mobile phones or other devices on trips may lead to 

confiscation by a member of staff. In the event of this the device may be 

kept until it can be returned to p arents/ g uardians.  

Theft/Damage  

• Students should mark their phones clearly with their names.  

• Students are advised to keep them well concealed.  

• It is strongly advised that students use passwords/pin numbers to ensure 

minimal risk of unauthorised use.  

• School and staff on trips cannot accept responsibility for loss, theft or 

damage.  

• Students must not exchange contact details or phone numbers with any 

student or adult who are not from South Craven School.  


